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Abstract

One of the fundamental and complex challenges facing contemporary Islamic societies is the emergence and
expansion of terrorist movements aimed at destabilizing societies and undermining national and religious
cohesion. Since the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the Islamic Republic of Iran has continually confronted
this phenomenon and employed various strategies to counter it. Adopting a comparative approach and an
analytical-inferential method, this study examines the approaches of Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah Khamenei
to confronting terrorist groups active during their respective periods of leadership. The central research
question asks: What fundamental similarities characterize their approaches to confronting terrorist movements?
The study hypothesizes that their shared intellectual foundations, political worldview, and commitment to
opposing global hegemony have produced substantial convergence in their strategies for countering terrorism.
Drawing on theoretical frameworks in international security and regional studies, the findings indicate that,
although the origins and operational characteristics of terrorist groups have varied across decades—from
predominantly domestic terrorism during the first decade following the Revolution to externally rooted and
proxy terrorism in more recent periods—the overarching pattern of response has remained consistent. This
pattern strategically combines public diplomacy and explanatory communication through soft-power means to
raise public awareness nationally and internationally with firm, decisive, and jihad-oriented coercive measures
to suppress threats on the ground. Rooted in Islamic political thought, this multilayered, hybrid strategy seeks
to expose what these leaders regard as the ideological deviations of terrorist movements while prioritizing the
resolute protection of societal security.
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