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Abstract

The existing mechanisms of the United Nations, as the most significant executor of humanitarian assistance at
the international level, rapidly expanded in the post-Cold War era. Numerous resolutions were adopted by the
Security Council, the General Assembly, and the Economic and Social Council concerning humanitarian
assistance, leading to the establishment of specialized institutions such as the Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs. Norms related to humanitarian law within the UN system are continually evolving. This
study aims, first, to explain the evolution of the UN’s humanitarian assistance system and, second, to review
the operational aspects of the current system, particularly in decision-making processes. Additionally, the study
elucidates the privileges and immunities of the United Nations and its specialized agencies while examining
laws related to the safety and protection of humanitarian personnel. The central research question explores how
understanding the evolution of humanitarian assistance can contribute to achieving the concept of relief in
crisis-stricken environments. By delineating the general patterns within the current UN humanitarian system,
the study outlines the legal framework governing humanitarian assistance and evaluates the effectiveness of
these mechanisms in fulfilling their intended objectives. Understanding these frameworks can enhance the
interaction between states and the United Nations and its related commissions on humanitarian relief, ensuring
the equitable distribution of aid opportunities in conflict-affected and war-torn regions. The UN humanitarian
system is undergoing continuous simplification and integration, particularly through the establishment of the
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, which seeks to become the central hub for UN relief
efforts. Legal mechanisms governing humanitarian activities, from privileges and immunities to specialized
safety and security agreements, are constantly evolving and may contribute to improving humanitarian efforts.
Nevertheless, it appears necessary for the General Assembly and the Secretary-General to intensify their
efforts—amid persistent state pressures—to adopt essential and coordinated conventions, ensuring the
protection and support of humanitarian workers in both armed conflicts and natural disaster scenarios.
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2. Axis power
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3. See also: UN General Assembly, Persons Displaced as a Result of the June 1967 and Subsequent
Hostilities16 January 2006, UN Doc. A/RES/60/101

4. un.org/unrwa
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1. Lex specialis

2.UNRWA

3. Comay-Michelmore

4. One recommendation (CCC Recommendation (1970) concerning relief consignments) and three
conventions (Kyoto Convention, A.T.A. Convention and Istanbul Convention) elaborated by the World
Customs Organization (WCO).
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4. United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC)
5. Ochaonline.un.org
6. UNOCHA, Customs Model Agreement between the United Nations and a State
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1. See also: UN General Assembly, Safety and Security of Humanitarian Personnel and Protection of United
Nations Personnel, 20 December 2004, UN Doc. A/RES/59/211; UN General Assembly, Safety and
Security of Humanitarian Personnel and Protection of United Nations Personnel, 17 December 2003, UN
Doc. A/RES/58/122; UN General Assembly, Safety and Security of Humanitarian Personnel and Protection
ofUnited Nations Personnel, 16 December 2002, UN Doc. A/RES/57/155; UN General Assembly, Safety
and security of Humanitarian Personnel and Protection of United National Personnel, 21December 2001,
UN Doc. A/RES/56/217.
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