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Abstract

The right to self-determination is among the most fundamental human rights in the international arena as well
as a key civil right within domestic contexts. In this regard, the present study is based on the premise that the
“right to self-determination” rests upon multiple foundations, one of the most important of which—as viewed
from the perspective of the Qur'an—is the “human capacity for choice.” The research method is ijtihadi
interpretation. Accordingly, the right to self-determination in Islamic thought can be understood as “the
prohibition of imposing one person’s will upon another’s will and choice.” In this definition the divine will of
God—the Creator of mankind—is not disregarded; rather, He can, by enacting the law of self-determination,
delineate the course of human destiny in a specific and defined manner without compelling or obligating an
individual to choose that path or to proceed along it. The Creator, within the order of creation, acknowledges
the human’s right and does not permit anyone to impose God’s legislative will upon man. It is incumbent upon
God’s will that man remains an autonomous being whose destiny is determined by his own volition, without
any party being authorized to impose its will upon him. The most important source for substantiating this claim
is found in the verses of the Noble Qur'an, which serve as the most authoritative reference for understanding
Islamic thought.
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