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Abstract

This research aims to answer the question of how the expansion of neo-Salafism has affected Islamophobia in
Europe. The research methodology is descriptive-analytical, based on the hypothesis that the proliferation of
neo-Salafism and the actions of these groups lead to the portrayal of Muslims as violent in Europe, thereby
deepening the process of Islamophobia. The findings indicate that Islamophobia is a form of highlighted
imagery from the West, shaping negative perceptions of the Islamic system on both national and international
levels. In this regard, neo-Salafism, rooted in ancient Salafi principles but reproducing new interpretations of
some of its components, plays a fundamental role in negatively portraying and representing the developments
in Islamic societies in Europe. Emphasizing self-reference, literalism, and the expansion of participation, neo-
Salafis contribute significantly to the negative representation of Islamic societies in Europe and the spread of
Islamophobia. The growth of the neo-Salafi movement in Western societies has imposed significant constraints
in religious spheres.
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