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Abstract

Control over the virtual space is one of the main components of America's soft power. Although the United
States has experienced a decline in certain aspects, such as economic and political power, in recent years due to
its dominance over platforms and previous investments in the virtual space, it has consistently been recognized
as a leading power in this field globally. This has been especially pronounced during COVID-19, acting as a
compounding factor for other reasons contributing to its enhanced power. The main question of this research is
based on the premise: "What is the role of virtual media in the delay of America's decline in the mindset and
public opinion of the Iranian people, and how will these media outlets influence this delaying process?" This
article is based on the hypothesis that virtual media acts as a factor preventing decline. By examining this topic
in recent decades, one of the main factors in delaying the decline has been the role and influence of media,
creating cognitive warfare and influencing the perceptual gap of officials, agents, and society (as an
intermediary variable) and thereby affecting the delay of America's decline in the mindset of the Iranian
people. Virtual media, through two strategies, positive (justifying liberal democracy) and negative (imposing
inefficiency), has pursued this matter. The research method in this article is based on data collection through
documentary and library studies. The data analysis will utilize a qualitative-descriptive approach.
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