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Abstract

The purpose of the present study is to find an answer for this fundamental question: What is the role of the
principle of friendship of hearts as smart power in international relations? The method of study is
descriptive-analytic and after reviewing the concepts at issue, it deals with the reflection of applying the
principle of friendship of hearts as a smart power in international relations. The results showed that the
smart power developed based on friendship of hearts is a mixture of positive, constructive, and evolving
aids and programs actualized in this principle. This precious, flourishing, and dynamic principle should not
be kept away from the circle of foreign policy jurisprudence and international relations by useless
arguments, inaccurate perceptions, and narrow-minded interpretations. Friendship of hearts is tied to
affection and collaboration and finally leads to trust building that is considered as the basis of healthy and
sustained associations having special importance in international relations. The activists in international
relations should arrange their policies and strategies in a way that leads to trust building as it removes the
causes and factors of existing tensions and conflicts damaging bilateral ties. Removing conflicts paves the
way for cooperation and collaboration and also improves the recognition and perception of other countries
from the reviving religion of Islam. Trust building puts an end to tensions and conflicts and by capturing the
hearts paves that way for mutual association and cooperation.
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