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Abstract

The purpose of the present study is to analyze the function of identity in the foreign policy
of Saudi Arabia. The research relies on the hypothesis that the Saudi government has
followed its foreign policy based on “legitimizing identity”, “resistance identity”, and
“project identity”. The theoretical framework of the study, grounded on the identity theory
of Manuel Castells, aims to analyze the foreign policy of Saudi Arabia. The method of
study is descriptive analysis and the results indicate that Saudi Arabia has followed its
foreign policy based on some concepts including Takfir (accusation), reference to the past,
religious institutionalism derived from Vahhabiat, Kingdom structure, geopolitical position,
and fighting against revolutionary centers in the region. In this regard, this country since the
beginning of its establishment has followed the policy of financial and military support of
Takfiri groups.
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