Scientific-Research Quarterly Siasat-e Motalieh

13t Year, No. 49, 2025

The Role of Education in ISIS's Survival Strategy
(with Emphasis on Political Socialization)

Fariba Tarjomanl, Fatemeh Nasrolahi’

! Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding
author). tarjoman_fariba@pnu.ac.ir
2 Assistant Professor, Department of History, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran. nasrolahi2023@pnu.ac.ir

Abstract

Political socialization denotes the formation of an individual's political attitudes and norms within society,
acquainting individuals with political duties, rights, and roles while shaping their orientations, political
behavior, and political personality; ISIS, recognizing the functions of political socialization, sought to focus on
politically socializing youth and children to realize its objectives and ensure the future survival of its ideology.
Accordingly, utilizing Louis Althusser's theory of the ideological state apparatus (dispositif idéologique), this
research addresses the question: What role did children's education play in ensuring ISIS's survival? The study
is premised on ISIS's attempt to institutionalize its ideology in future generations through their political
socialization to guarantee the continuity of its Takfiri ideology. Investigations reveal that ISIS endeavored to
inculcate its ideology in children and adolescents through its distinctive educational methods to cultivate a
generation more committed and loyal than ISIS's current adherents, thereby ensuring the perpetuation of its
ideology—signifying the continuation of fundamentalism (bunyadgarayi) and the resultant insecurity.
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