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Abstract

The discourse of Imam Ali (A.S.) in the letters of Nahj al-Balagha is predominantly political, formulated to
persuade the audience and foster acceptance of his ideological and political positions. Imam Ali (A.S.)
employed diverse strategies to enhance the credibility of his discourse. Interrogatives constitute one of the most
significant tools observed in his political discourse within Nahj al-Balagha, serving to persuade the audience.
These interrogatives deviate from their primary function and assume an argumentative role through paralogical
reasoning. In this context, the speech acts utilized in Imam Ali’s (A.S.) political discourse play a fundamental
role, with their indirect meaning substantially contributing to the credibility of interrogative propositions.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this study examines the speech acts within interrogatives—as
directive acts in His Eminence’s discourse—through the lens of John Searle’s model of speech act theory. The
findings indicate that the language in this political discourse does not merely serve a productive function;
rather, within the communicative process, it seeks to alter the audience’s approach, provide direction, persuade,
and instill acceptance. Furthermore, speech acts manifested through deviated interrogatives primarily emerge
as indirect and implicit acts—considering the audience’s context and the discourse’s political structure—which
materialize as exposition, warning, reproach, counsel, and negation.
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3. Intention

4. Context

5. Communication



na e 3 (E) st plol wlons SLotiS > i sl S

315 0b) S 4 S e 1S el lgl g sl 4o ol Al 4k ol Lol (S LS
(el de153 b gillae  JLabl ool (PSP Srels e 4 Ll disedsls Jld) o5 50 oA
S blins 2 SGhs 53 3,8 o 3, SGokeo Ik 53 S S psais (FV o YAV (gllie)
Ll (Y8 o W8 g o) s s el O3S 5 Boloo 5,5 53 4 By (Ble 5 njluiSesly
Jos 5 o Sline & 55 (e Sas o Sl 8ls 0lem 53 as b b sl sline & |l S S
Sl g il asls oyl 2l b Jos oS (Gasein CoL G 5o bl Ay Slhas 4 ol S 2S5 Sl
2556 bl T 05 3,18 el ) 2 (7 o YAV (i) 35 Bl 0l 3 J g 5 oS
Sl L) 55 S b i o bl (r8IIS 26 L oS b Jis b bl s Jes
25 S S 3 S 5 b Gy s A5 53 68 3 oS e i 355 o sl
5 s ) laedsdy ol 2& a8 sls pLas ¢ 2l SBho 550 3 soudd 4k 5, b (g5 Sid> o
el Ol ge ol JWl 5 oS 05 b aSly 05 a3 4Dl g Olgzr = LIS 5 Bho - s
2 eolpls 33 oo 51 alo oy 4l S Uil ey (St eSO S35 0lSus ol el 230
5 S Bas 53 daplensS O B s 0315 ol b ol Ll 1S e laziS
Coond a3l K20 |y S G sl ) 5 S S Sl ler il S ren 0 ol 2
1l o

59 oy ooy 5 alns 44 o Ateen 55 canlS (rpo 5 a5 S0 Sl S8
Dgb oo ) asie CINs 4 VJL.«

b =S o) 35 e plol L) (sline Sppits ly S oy 534S (5 o Txigpplate 1S
Dpd g S Glo b S TS (Gsb 58 0 Ol (eio Dot 00k S

Y0 () e e bl oedd w5 WS 3 o Glend gl S
(105100 0
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