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Abstract

This study aims to examine the theoretical foundations and extract strategic indicators of the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran within the intellectual framework of Ayatollah Khamene'1. By outlining a civilizational-
epistemic geometry, the research seeks to contribute to the formulation of an indigenous model of foreign policy
aligned with the ideals of the Islamic Revolution. The main research question is: Given that the foreign policy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran is characterized by specific indicators in Ayatollah Khamene'1’s thought, how are
these indicators organized toward realizing the lofty civilizational goals of the Islamic Revolution? Employing
the theoretical framework of constructivism—which emphasizes the role of identity, social meanings, and
mental structures in shaping the behavior of international actors—and using thematic analysis, the study
investigates a corpus of speeches by the Supreme Leader on foreign policy. Through a three-phase coding
process, 41 basic themes, 18 organizing themes, and 5 overarching themes were identified. These reflect a
multilayered and meaningful structure of Iran’s foreign policy discourse under his leadership. The findings
reveal that the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran—contrary to reductionist realist or liberal
interpretations—is not merely grounded in material interests, but rests upon an Islamic-revolutionary identity,
ethical orientations, and civilizational responsibilities. In the normative-intellectual dimension, adherence
to Islamic principles, promotion of pure values, and defense of the integrity of the Ummah are regarded as
non-negotiable commitments. In the realm of identity, reliance on independence and self-belief, along with
revolutionary rationality—an integration of idealism and realism—constitutes the distinguishing feature of the
Islamic Republic’s foreign policy. At the operational level, support for resistance movements, the export of the
revolution’s discourse, and simultaneous adherence to the principle of non-intervention form a delicate balance
between moral obligations and the rules of international law. In the domain of national interests, key foreign
policy strategies include dignified engagement, avoidance of provocation, and strengthening intelligent jihadt
diplomacy. Ultimately, Iran’s foreign policy behavior is grounded in bold stances, active resistance against
hegemonic forces, structural discipline, and the strategic use of “heroic flexibility” as a purposeful tactic for
advancing strategic objectives. Based on constructivist foundations, the present study introduces Iran’s foreign
policy as a model of “normative agency” in the contemporary international order—one in which meaning,
identity, and discourse play a central role in shaping diplomatic decision-making and articulate a civilizational
vision for redefining international order based on justice, independence, and human dignity.
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