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Abstract

Investigating the implications of the ethical virtue ethics theory as developed by Islamic philosophers such as
Farabi, Khwajah Nasir al-Din TasT, and Ibn Sina in the realm of political and legal theory is essential for the
social extension of Islamic philosophy. However, such an endeavor requires a cohesive examination of the
concepts of virtue ethics across the three domains of ethical, political, and legal theories as a unified normative
framework—an approach that has hitherto remained neglected. In this context, the present study seeks to
outline the general foundations of Mulla Sadra’s philosophical virtue ethics with respect to key issues in the
philosophy of ethics, politics, and law, presenting these foundations as the principles of a coherent moral—
political-legal normative school. The central research question is: Does Mulla Sadra’s ethical theory have the
capacity to infer and derive a legal system—albeit through the mediation of political concepts? If so, what are
the concepts that can be considered as integrative and determinant of the pillars of Mulla Sadra’s ethical,
political, and legal theory? It appears that in the Sadrian system of hikmar muta ‘aliya (transcendent theosophy),
the philosophy of ethics is structured around fundamental values based on anthropological concepts such as
felicity (sa ‘adah), virtue (fadilah), and justice (‘adalah). Mulla Sadra expands his ethical theory by proposing
the concept of rational felicity (sa ‘@dah ‘agliyyah), which he defines as the perception of metaphysical truths
and the comprehension of the absolute existence of God. He uses sa ‘adah as the foundation for deducing
political concepts such as the madinah fadilah (virtuous city), the promotion of virtues, and the avoidance of
vices, asserting that the political legitimacy of a ruler depends on their ability to realize felicity within society
through management and the exercise of political power. In the field of legal philosophy, Mulla Sadra
identifies three fundamental principles: the preservation of life (hifz al-nafs), the preservation of lineage (4ifz
al-nasl), and the preservation of property (hifz al-mal). These principles are framed in coherence with
fundamental anthropological values. Such principles provide the structural foundation for organizing a theory
of virtue-based ethics, politics, and law in accordance with Mulla Sadra’s unique version. These principles are
unified by the overarching concept of sa ‘Gdah in Mulla Sadra’s view.
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