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Abstract

Motahhari was a thinker who, during the 1950s-1970s, stood at the intersection of Iranian thought and politics.
Inspired by Igbal’s expression, Motahhari was a thinker positioned between two worlds—tradition and
modernity—seeking to utilize the resources of tradition to address the questions posed by modernity.
Motahhari endeavored to answer key intellectual and political questions of his time by drawing upon both
classical and contemporary Islamic political thought, including: How can revelation be explained? How can the
prophethood of the Prophet (PBUH) be proven? How can the constancy of revelation be reconciled with the
necessity of change in religious rulings or their applications? These questions are examined in this study. The
research method employed is comparative textual analysis, a well-established approach in political science.
Motahhari’s responses are derived from the tradition of Islamic political philosophy and are compared and
explained in light of contemporary developments. Additionally, Motahhari refers to the fundamental principles
of ijtihad (independent jurisprudential reasoning) as he conceptualizes them. His answers are not only useful
and necessary in confronting contemporary intellectual challenges and evaluating current ideas but also
demonstrate his innovative thinking and intellectual clarity. These insights can, in turn, inspire independent
research on Motahhari’s place in Iran’s political and intellectual history, as well as his responses to the
ideological challenges of modern thought.
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