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Abstract

Following the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, the discourse of resistance, through a narrative of Shi‘i
Islam in reaction to oppression, despotism, injustice, hegemonic tendencies, and instrumental materialism,
entered the sphere of international relations. Accordingly, the present study seeks to describe and analyze the
ontological components constituting the discourse of resistance as a novel discourse with an Islamic nature,
and to examine how the discourse of resistance challenges rival discourses—such as liberal democracy—in
order to consolidate and assert its own ontological security. Employing discourse analysis as both method and
theory, this research investigates the ontological security of the discourse of resistance in the Islamic Republic
of Iran. In response to the question of what ontological components constitute the discourse of resistance in the
Islamic Republic of Iran and how its ontological security is rendered definitive, the findings indicate that the
most important central signifier of the discourse of resistance in the Islamic Republic of Iran is political Islam
(the Shi‘i school), which structures the semantic system of the discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran and,
consequently, its ontological security—both of which take shape around this superior signifier and derive
and stabilize their meanings in relation to it. The construction of otherness and hostility, deconstruction,
competition, hegemony, and the political identity of the Islamic Republic of Iran are articulated and
conceptualized on the basis of the ontological narrative of the central signifier of the discourse of resistance,
and its ontological security becomes definitive through competition with and resistance against non-material
discourses such as liberal democracy.
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1. Surrender
2. Resist
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