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Abstract

Under circumstances where no comprehensive and absolute prohibition concerning the use of nuclear weapons
currently exists in international law, Ayatollah Khamenei, for the first time in the form of a jurisprudential
farwa, declared the production and utilization of nuclear weapons as karam and prohibited. The principal
question of the present research is what position this farwa holds within the international legal system? The
research method is analytical and argumentative, and it seeks to examine the position of the nuclear farwa in
the international legal system while investigating its quiddity, in order to demonstrate the humanistic and
progressive perspective of Imamiyyah figh which is manifested in this farwa. The results indicated that since
this fatwa was issued by a prominent Shi‘a faqih, it must be considered among the "teachings of the most
highly qualified publicists of the various nations," which constitutes legal doctrine, and considering the
leadership position of Ayatollah Khamenei, this fatwa must be perceived as the official perspective of the
government and deemed binding. Hence, this farwa, amidst a message to the First International Conference on
Nuclear Disarmament, was proclaimed to the world and registered by the authorities of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in the form of an international document at the United Nations, which this act also signifies the "unilateral
act" nature of this farwa in the international arena.
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