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Abstract

The present study seeks to provide an explanatory analysis of the ethnic management approaches adopted by
post-Revolution governments in Iran and, ultimately, to introduce an optimal model for ethnic policymaking.
To this end, the study first examines the strategies of ethnic policymaking across Iran’s geographical
landscape, analyzing them separately under successive governments. It then employs the Meta-SWOT model,
together with the introduction of a model compatible with Iran’s socio-cultural ecosystem, to explain the
appropriate path toward effective ethnic policymaking in the Islamic Republic of Iran. In developing the
ecological model, the study draws upon the expertise of specialists and experts through ten specialized
interviews, the results of which were classified and presented according to the Meta-SWOT method. The
research adopts a descriptive and comparative methodology, utilizing the Meta-SWOT framework for analysis.
The data were identified and interpreted on the basis of specialized interviews with ten experts (until data
saturation was achieved) in the field of ethnic policymaking. Given the identification of major issues—
including the absence of comprehensive adherence to a scientifically grounded and ecosystem-compatible
model, fragmented and discretionary policy implementation, the influence of religious challenges as
reinforcing elements of ethnic concerns, social and identity cleavages, the predominance of political, security,
and ideological perspectives in the management of ethnic relations, and the lack of a comprehensive evaluation
mechanism for ethnic policymaking—this study proposes, with an emphasis on a sociological approach, the
model of “Unity in Diversity” as the most appropriate framework for achieving stability in this field. The
implementation of this model would strengthen such components as tolerance, peaceful coexistence, and
religious forbearance among members of society, the significance of which would be realized alongside
complementary policies. Furthermore, based on the views of the interviewed experts in ethnic policymaking
and through application of the Meta-SWOT model, the study proposes a number of strategies and policy
recommendations aimed at strengthening ethnic policymaking in the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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