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Abstract

The purpose of the present research is to investigate the components and strategies of legitimacy crises in
virtuous governments. Using descriptive analysis, propositions of political philosophy have been inferred from
the works of some philosophers such as Farabi and Nasir al-Din Tousi, and the propositions related to the study
sample (the Islamic Republic of Iran), have also been deduced from the constitution, the statements of Imam
Khomaini, as well as the political experience of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The research hypothesis is the
non-unidimensionality of the components and strategies of legitimacy crisis; because Islamic political
philosophy in addition to material dimensions of the government, considers discourse and conceptual
dimensions effective on legitimacy. Legitimation crisis arises in the realm of legitimacy sources; from the
perspective of Islamic political philosophy, the sources of legitimacy are individualentitlement and public
satisfaction. The finding of the present research is identification of “political legitimacy fragmentation”,
“ideological gap between the ruler and the people”, and “economic recession” as components and “political
training”, “intellectual persuasion”, and “enforcement of domestic production, social provision, and foreign
commerce” as strategies to strengthen legitimacy.
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1. Legitimation Crisis
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