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Abstract

The present article aims to explore political power and its ethical requirements in the
ideology of Hakim Kashfi. In this regard and using descriptive analysis, the viewpoints of
Kashfi to the essence of political power, its purpose and domain, the concepts of Khalifat-
Allah (ruler of God) and Zel-Allah (shadow of God) were surveyed. Moreover, Kashfi’s
innovative classification of the triplet corporations relying on his attitude to politics and
correlation between religion and morality was analyzed. The ethical requirements for the
governors in terms of relation to God, themselves, and people were mentioned one by one;
furthermore, the ethical essentials for the ministers in terms of relation to the governor as
well as mediation between people and the governor in addition to the abovementioned
realms were explained. The results of the study showed that Kashfi not only does not
consider the essence of power as unethical but also believes that first, it is per se a neutral
concept that can have effective and efficient results, and second, even secular governments
have a sort of religious dignity and moral function. Kashfi merely describes the positive
aspects of totalitarian and superficial governments without prescribing their methods; in his
view, the efforts to exterminate tyrant governments is permissible only when it is possible
to establish a better and more just government instead and this case the annihilation of the
totalitarian government is not only permitted but also essential.
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